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HISTORIC FORT ORD PHOTOGRAPHS

The Army purchased 15,609 acres from the 

David Jacks Corporation on August 4, 1917, after 

America’s entry into World War I.  Gigling

Reservation was used as a training site from 

WWI through the late 1930s.  This photo appears 

to be taken during a training exercise in the late 

1930s

Aerial view of Gigling Reservation, later named 

Camp Ord in 1933 when it was a Civilian 

Conservation Camp. In 1938 the Army secured 

funding from the Works Progress Administration 

to build permanent facilities, pictured here, on 

the bluffs overlooking Salinas.  This later 

became known as the East Garrison.

Bivouac Area on Fort Ord. This appears to be in 

the area close to the Gigling Reservation and 

was probably taken in the early 1940s during a 

training exercise. 

Fort Ord was built in 1940-1941 at a cost of $12 million, by far the largest single construction project ever 

undertaken in the Monterey Bay region.  The Army expanded the post to about 30,000 acres and in a matter of 

months, the infrastructure of a medium-sized town was put in:  roads and railroad sidings, water and sewer 

lines, and power and telephone lines, and hundreds of temporary wooden "mobilization buildings" sprang up.  

On August 15, 1940, the lands consisting of Camp Ord, Camp Huffman, Camp Clayton, and Camp Pacific 

were renamed Fort Ord. 

Aerial view of Fort Ord, CA 1941.
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HISTORIC CAMP CLAYTON PHOTOGRAPH

Aerial view of Camp Clayton, this is the approximate location where the new VA/DoD Clinic will be built.
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NAUTICAL MURAL

The Nautical Mural was executed by Carleton 

Lehman in the early 1940s. Lehman served as the 

supervisor of all the WPA Federal Art Project art 

works in the Soldiers Club, later renamed Stilwell 

Hall. The mural was an 87 foot long by 6 feet 9 

inch high fantasy with references to Moby Dick 

and the story of Jonah.
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GENERAL JOSEPH WARREN STILWELL AND HIS STAFF STATUES

In 1940 General Joseph W. Stilwell was given 

command of the new 7th Infantry Division and 

the task of building a large training complex at 

Camp Ord.  As part of the building project 

Stilwell developed the idea of a first-rate enlisted 

man’s club as part of the recreation complex. 

Known as the Soldier’s Club this was the largest 

and finest of its kind in the Army. The building 

was renamed Stilwell Hall in 1966.

The interior of the building was decorated with 

numerous pieces of art done by artists working 

for the Works Progress Administration Federal 

Arts Project. The artworks included paintings, 

murals, mosaics, and decorative features which 

were designed and executed by civilian artists, 

with solder assistance.  This is the only known 

WPA and Army collaboration and with its 

completion in 1943, is the last WPA project in 

California and possibly the entire nation.

Shown here is one of several fireplaces in the 

building. This one, designed by Michael von 

Meyer (Russian/Californian, 1894-1984), was in 

the lobby and depicts General Stilwell in the 

center flanked by his staff officers.
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GENERAL EDWARD ORTHO CRESAP ORD BUST

Fort Ord was named in honor of Major General Edward Ortho Cresap

Ord (1818-1883).  Ord was present at the surrender of General Robert 

E. Lee at Appomattox Court House in 1865.  In 1847, Ord, then a 

lieutenant, and another lieutenant, William Tecumseh Sherman, who 

also went on to fame during the Civil War, built the first United States 

fortification in California, at what became known as the Presidio of 

Monterey.


